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Vietnamese (vie), Austro-Asiatic
also known as Kinh, Gin, Jing, Ching, Viet, Annagnes
spoken in Vietnam (Asia)

1 Grammar Profile
1.1  Morpho-Syntax

1.1.1  Head position
Vietnamese is generally considered as head-initial.

Vietnamese has SVO as its canonical word order.

(1) Téan da danh  né
Tan Perf hit him

‘Tén hit him.’
(2)  Minh noi fing [Lan d |&i xe riéng @a no)
Mihn  say that [Lan  Perf drive car own Poss Prn]

‘Minh said that Lan drove his own car.’

Except for some auxiliary/modal verb-like itemsyerbal element cannot appear sentence-finally
when there is a complement.

(3) Minh khong tl giap Lan  dwoc
Minh  Neg ?? help Lan can
‘Minh cannot help Lan.’

(4)  *Minh khong ti¢ Lan  gilp
Minh  Neg ?? Lan help
The subject is obligatorily in the clause initiasition, whether it is a matrix or embedded claase,

can be seen in (5) and (6) below. Some notablepéros are the presentational construction wiih
as in (7) and embedded unaccusative verbs, a3.in (8
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(5) a. *®a) ngmng tai ran xay ra

(Perf) stop accident happen
b. Tai ran da ngrng Xy ra
accident Perf stop happen

‘Accidents stopped happening.’

© a Toi mwn [troi  mua]
I want  [sky rain]

b. *T6i  mubn  [mua]
I want  [rain]
‘| want it to rain.’
(7)  Néucokhéi thi ithin phi c6 hra
if be smoke then surely must be fire
‘If there is smoke, surely there must be fire.’

(8) Tan lam (té) toi (té)
Tan make fall | fall
‘Tan made me fall’

Vietnamese has many preposition-like elements, sseh which always precede and never follow
their complements.

9) Chung né mua ttt an 6 cho
They buy food at market
‘They buy food at the market’

Relative clauses, adjectives, demonstratives folouns, while numerals and classifiers precede them
(Nguyen 2004, Simpson 2004)

(10)  Hai cwon sach vang [ma  toi nGi mua] nay
Two CL book yellow [that | just buy] this
Num CL Nom  Adj RC Dem

‘These two yellow books that | just bought.’

1.1.2  Morphological type
isolating

1.1.3 Case system
No overt (morphological) case marking.

1.1.4  Verbal Agreement
No subject or object agreement.

1.1.5 Transitivity Patterns

There doesn’'t seem to be any morpheme that serwedypgo alter transitivity. However, they are
lexical verbs that serve to function like passiwe aausative in other languages.

The subject of two verbsy ‘suffer’ andduoc ‘get or be granted’ are interpreted as affectedriably

or adversely by an embedded event, respectivety/tlamtheme or patient argument of the embedded
event is interpreted to share its referent with tiedrix subject. Thus, these verbs realize ‘object
subject promotion’ effect typical of passive.



(11) Ding b Minh danh e¢
Ding suffer Minh hit ec
‘Diing was hit by Minh. & Diing suffered Minh’s hitting him)’
(12) Minh  dwoc Diing gilp ec
Minh; get bing help ec
‘Minh was helped by bng. & Minh was granted @ing’s helping him)’
lam chq ‘make’, is used to express indirect causatiorih whe subject of the verb being the causer
and the theme or patient argument of an embeddsd éeing the causee. (Kwon 2004)

(13) Ding lam  cho Minh  bc  tiéng Anh
Diing make give Minh  study lang. English
‘Diing made Minh study English.’

Sincelam chois limited toindirect causation (13) can only mean that something thainB® did
influenced Minh and she voluntarily started studyiBnglish. In contrastép bwc ‘force’ is
compatible with bothdirect andindirect causation Thus, (14) below can be interpreted an®
directly or indirectly caused Minh to study English

(14) Ding épbgc Minh hpc  tiéng  Anh
Diing force Minh  study lang. English
‘Diing forced Minh to study English.’

Many prepositions-like elements function as appies.

(15)  Ongiy ban sach cho  toi
Prn sell book to I
‘He sold the book to me.’

(16) Ongidy mua  sach gium  toi
Prn buy book  for I
‘He bought the book for me.’

| am not aware of any instance of anti-passiveigtnamese.

1.1.6  Null Arguments
Subject can be null depending on discourse comditiGenerally, objects cannot be null, even with a
clear discourse context.

a7 < di.
Imp go
‘I/he/shelit/they etc. will go’
(18) Ding che ckr *(no)
Diing protect Prn
‘Diing protected him/her.’

However, with the passive-like constructions witHsuffer’ andduoc ‘get or be granted’, the objects
are preferred to be null.

1.1.7  Non-Finite Categories

Due to its isolating morphology, the verb forms areariable irrespective of finiteness or different
functions that a given verb serves in non-finiteimnments.

1.2 Matrix Clause

1.2.1 Basic word order
SVO



1.2.2  Alternate word orders

Toplicalizationcan alter the basic SVO word order. (20) shows tiia topicalized element can be
overtly realized as a pronoun in situ.

(19) Thanh pk  nay  thi toi khéng thich  lAm
city this Top I Neg like very
‘This city, | like very much’.

(20) Thanh pk  nay  thi toi khéng thich no lam
city this Top I Neg like Prn very

‘This city, | like it very much.’
Incidentally, topicalization is also possible witha finite-like complement introduced withing.

(21)  Minh  néi ting [sach nay  thi c6dy thich  doc]
Minh  say that [book  this Top she like read]
‘Minh says that this book, she likes to read.’

In Viethamese, there are a number of elements wippgtear to serve different functions in different
syntactic environments, ardlis one of them. For instance, it can be a wh-phirasewvh-question, an
NPI when there is negation.

(22) A biét  cody o dau
Ali know Prn be where
‘Who knows where she is?’
(23)  Téi khéng Hit  ai trong giafinhnay @
I Neg know Al in family this ??

“I don’t know anyonein this family.’
When it is in subject positiomi is interpreted as universal quantifier togethehwitng ‘also’.

(24) A cing quen  cay
Ai also know Prn
‘Everyone knows her/him.’

However,ai cannot be preceded byng (and maintain the universal reading).has to be at the front
to avoid being governed loying (Duffeild 2004).

(25) *Cbay cing quen ai
she also know ai
‘She knows everyone.’

(26)  Ai; cay ciing quen A,

Qi she also know gec
This obligatoryai fronting may cross a clause boundary, as in (2@)vever, these two elements must
maintain a local relation. Thuai fails to get licensed in (28), in whidingis found in the embedded
clause whileai is in the matrix.
27) A Lan d@ing ngh  ring [n6 quen A

aii Lan also think that [he know pc

‘Lan thinks that he knows everyone.’
(28) ??Ai; Lan ngh  rang [n6 ¢éing quen A]

aii Lan think that [he also know §c

1.2.3  Ordering of nominal and pronominal arguments
The same.



1.3 Embedded Clause

1.3.1  Basic word order
SVO (except for some unaccusative predicates uadeimake’. See 4.1).

1.3.2  Verbal agreement
N/A

1.3.3  Restrictions on tense, aspect, mood

Aspect/tense markers are generally optional, anenopresence of a time adverbial suffices to
establish the time of an event denoted.

Please describe any limitations on voice in theezidbd clause.

Both of the two passive-like predicatds,'suffer’ andduoc ‘get, gain, or be granted’ can be in an
embedded clause.

1.3.4  Possible morphological categories of the eltibe clause
There is no verbal morphology.

1.3.5 Non-control complements

Finite-like complements can optionally be introduiggth items likerang andla.

(29) Ding ndi rang/la Minh  da tro vé nha
Ding say that Minh  Perf return home
‘Diing said that Minh had gone gome.’

cho can also be found preceding a complement, withsvéike lam ‘make’, thich ‘like’, and mwn
‘want’. However, a complement introduceddiyois incompatible with an aspect marker, unlike ones
that are introduced hbying andla.

(30) Ding lam cho  Minh (*d4d) fhc  tiéng Anh

Ding make Minh  (Perf) study lang. English
‘Diing made Minh to study English.’
(31) Ding thich cho  chang né (§a) dén
Diing like they (Perf) come
‘Diing (would) like them to come.’
(32) Ding mwn cho  changno (Ha) dén
Ding want they (Perf) come

‘Diing wants them to come.’

There appear to be different types of compound/¢exngerbs in Viethamese. One common type is a
combination of two predicates of similar meaningginforcing compounds’ in Thompson 1965).

co ‘try’

o ging ‘try’ + ‘strive’ = try hard
danh ‘hit’

danhdap ‘hit’ + ‘beat’ = beat

Some desiderative verbs, suchnagin ‘want’ andthich ‘like’, instantiate disjoint reference between

an embedded subject and matrix arguments, whidheasclosest Vietnamese equivalent of ECM
construction in other languages where case is lgisibhese verbs take a non-finite clausal
complement, and the subjects of the clausal comgiésnare not subject to selectional restrictions.
The subject can be an inanimate object, as in é%),it can also be non-referential, as in (38).
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(33) Ding mwn Lan  (*dd) dén
Ding want Lan (*Perf) come
‘Diing wants/wanted Lan to come.’

(34) Ding mwn hép  do6 di San Diego
Ding want  box that go San Diego
‘Diing wants that box to go to San Diego.’

Some aspectual verbs, suchnagng ‘stop’ andtiép tuc ‘continue’, as well as some modals, such as
phdi ‘must’, can ‘need’, andnén‘should’, allow a non-referential DPs to be thsibject, suggesting
that they are raising verbs.
(35) Twi phai /cAn  /nén  mma

Sky must /need /should rain

‘It must be raining/needs to rain/should rain.’

(36) Twi tiép tuc Ingrg mua
Sky continue /stop rain
‘It continues/stops raining.’

The same group of verbs (aspectual verbs) appedue tpreserve the meaning of an idiomatic
expression such agén bo tung ‘be/get really hungry’ (which means literally ‘ancraw in one’s
stomach’).

(37) Kién  bit dau/tiép tac  bo fung
ant begin/continue craw  stomach
‘I am beginning to get really hungry/l continuedo® really hungry.’

2 Control Profile
2.1  forward subject control into a non-finite complent

2.1.1  Example structure

(38) Minh @ (ging) gip  Oing.
Minh  try (strive) help Eing
‘Minh tries/tried to help Bing.’

(39) Ding mwén hoc  tiéng  Anh
Ding want study lang. English
‘Diing wants/wanted to study English.’

(40) Ding thich khc  tiéng Anh
Diing like study lang. English
‘Diing likes/liked to study English.’

(41) Ding dinh c  tiéng Anh
Diing intend study lang. English
‘Diing intended to study English.’

2.1.2  Predicates participating in the construction
verb, implicativeco ‘try’

verb, desiderativanwn, ‘want’, thich‘like, would like’, quyét ‘decide’, dinh ‘intend’

2.1.3  Evidence in support bi-clausal structure

First of all, evidence suggests that complemente®i/erbs listed above are clearly different fribie
finite-like complement introduced by eitheig or 1a. A rang complement can have an overt subject
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and it allows topicalization within itself, as halseady been seen (see 5.2. and 6.4). The complemen
of the presumed control verbs are not compatibtk an overt subject or topicalization.

(42) Ding mwn che cky no
Diingi want  protect Prnj
‘Diingi wants to protect himj/herj /itj.’
(43) *Diing mwn 6ngay che cly no
Diingi want  hei protect Prnj
‘Dongi wants hei protect himj/herk.’(intended)
(44)  *Diingi mwn Kimj  thi (n6i)  che cly ecj
Dingi want Kimj Top  (Prni) protect ecj

‘Dong wants Kim, he protects.’ (intended)

Moreover, Negative Polarity ltems suchgaga andti nao‘at all’ must be licensed by negation within
in ardng complement, as in (49) and (50), while an NPI icomplement of the presumed control
verbs can be licensed by negation in the matrixy €51).

(45)  Toi ngh ring [Minh khéng thick bc  tiéng Anh  giad]
I think  that [Minh  Neg like study lang. Englisht all]
‘| think Minh doesn't like to study English at all.

(46) *T6i khong ngh ring [Minh thick thc  tiéng Anh  giq]
I neg think  that [Minh like study lang. Englistt al]
‘I don’t think Minh likes to study English at all(Intended)

(47) Ding khoéng 6 (ging) hat théc la gia
Ding Neg try strive inhale cigarette at all
‘Diing didn’t try to smoke cigarette at all.’

Although the evidence presented so far may be taesuggest monoclausal status of the control
sentences, a closer look at the distribution ofatieg and licensing of NPIs suggests that the
presumed control sentences are biclausal.

First, negation can be found in a complement.

(48) Ding @ (ging) khéng hut thibe la
Diing try striveNeg inhale cigarette
‘Diing tried not to smoke.’

Also, at least for some speakers, the presumedataramplements under some of the presumed
control verbs are compatible with the imperfectgpect marker.

(49) Ding mn hoc  tiéng Anh
Ding want Imp study lang. English
‘Diing wants/wanted to study English.’

There is also evidence that suggests the presummaot complements involve a structure that
includes an embedded subject. The evidence isigtgbdtion of a subject-oriented partide. A
particlety can be used as an emphatic/contrastive markearoopreflexive together with a pronoun.

(50) Ding tw che cly né
Diing Self protect Prn
‘Diing protected hingiher by himself.’

(51) Ding tw né che cly né
Ding Self Prn protect Prpn

‘Diing protected himself.’

In a simple sentencéy can appear either before or after a subject. Brarinot follow or precede an
internal argument, as in (57) and (58).
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(52) Tan tw lam dau ng;
Tan Self make  sick Prn
‘Tan hurt himself.” or ‘Tan hurt him/her.’

53) Tw Tan lam  dau né
Self Tan make  sick Prn

(54) *Tan lam  dau tw né
Tan make sick Self Prn

(55) *Tan lam dau né tw
Tan make  sick Prn self

In the disjoint reference configuratiom, must appear before the entire complement.

(56) Minh mwn tw [Diing (??w) che cly no)
Minh  want  Self [Ging (Self) protect Prn].
‘Minh; wants Ging himself to protect himy.’

(57) suggests thatr is located above the level of a complete clauskidiieg a subject (i.e/P), as in
(58):

(57) Minh  mwn [tw [.»Diing che cl& nd]]
(58) Minh  want  [Self  [pDiing protect Prn]]

However,t must follow an aspectual marker and the negatioannthey are present, as in (59) and
(60). This suggests that occupies the level that is lower than the leveleng these functional
elements appear.

(59) CGrado da tw (*dd) dong
Door that Perf Self (*Perf) close
‘That door closed itself.’

(60) Ding khoéng tu (*khbng) dibd duoc
Ding Neg Self (*Neg) walk  can

‘Diing can not walk by himself.’

Going back to the presumed control verbs, with éhesrbs,ty must appear following the matrix
control verb.
(61) Minh (*ty) muwn tu che clé Diing

Minh  (*Self) want  Self protect fing

‘Minh wants to protect bng himself.’

Recall that a control complement can have negafisrcan be seen below, whenand the negation
co-occur in a presumed control compleméntnust follow the negation, as expected.

(62) Ding o (gdng) khong [xe tw [vpAi  hat thube 1]]]
Diing try strive[Neg ip Self e Ai  inhale cigarette]]]

Given the foregoing analysis, the presencduoffter the matrix control verb suggests that the
presumed control complement has a subject posii®in (63).

(63) Minh mun tw [ve Ai che cl Diing]
Minh; want  self {p A protect @ing]

Thus, the presumed control sentences appear ticlbedal.

! It is not clear whyir cannot appear preceding the matwant



2.1.4  Selectional restrictions
Non-referential DPs cannot be subjects of the pneslicontrol verbs.
(64) Troi mua
Sky rain
‘It rains/rained.’
(65) Twi  tiép tuc mra
Sky continuerain
‘It continues/continued to rain.’

(66)  ??Tdi muon /d mua
Sky want  /try rain
‘It wants/tries to rain.’

2.1.5 Control type: obligatory
Local, c-commanding, no split antecedent is realire

(67) Con a@a Ding mwn di Saigon
Son poss bng want go Saigon
‘Diing’s son wants A+; to do to Saigon.’

(68) Kim  noi Bing Lan  mén co Koi nghi
Kim say that Lan want have  meeting
‘Kim; said that Lajwant A« to have a meeting.’

2.2 forward object control into non-finite compleme

2.2.1  Example structure

(69) Ding épbwc Minh hoc  tiéng  Anh
Ding force Minh study lang. English
‘Diing forced Mihn to study English.’

(70)  Ding lamchoMinh hoc  tiéng  Anh
Diing make Minh study lang. English
‘Diing (indirectly) made Minh study English.’

(71) Ding yéucu Minh  khéng noi tng  Viét
Ding order Minh Neg speak lang. Vietnamese
‘Diing order Minh to not speak Vietnamese.’

(72) Lan thuyt phuc  Minh di UCSD.
Lan convince Minh  go UCSD
‘Lan convinced Minh to go to UCSD.’

2.2.2  Predicates participating in the construction

verb, manipulativeép buwc ‘force’, Iam cho‘cause, make'yéu aiu ‘require, order’ thuyét
phuc ‘convince’

2.2.3  Evidence in support bi-clausal structure

With these verbs, two conflicting time adverbialancmodify the matrix and embedded verb,
suggesting that there are two independent eventdvied.

(73)  HOm qua Ding yéu &u Minh  hém nay di Saigon
Yesterday Bing order Minh today go Saigon
‘Yesterday, ing order Minh to go to Saigon today.’



The distribution oty that has been discussed eanierkes a prediction with respect to the position of
objects in the proposed object control verbs. ésthverbs are indeed object control verbs, thenseco
DPs in the object control sentences are argumérieanatrix verbs, i.e. objects. If these are matr
objects,ti is predicted to never precede them, unlike the chsidisjoint reference, in which the
relevant DPs are embedded subjects (see 9.3.2)faththaty may only follow the DP suggests that
the DP belongs to the matrix:

(74) Ding épbac (*ty) Minh tu noi ting  Viét
Ding force (*Self) Minh  Self speak lang. Vietnamese
‘Dong forced Minh herself to speak Vietnamese.’

(75) Ding lamcho () Minh tu noi ting  Viét
Diing make (*Self) Minh  Self speak lang Vietnamese
‘Dong cause Minh herself to speak Vietnamese.’

2.2.4 Selectional restrictions

Unlike the case with the disjoint reference vethg, second DPs in the proposed object control verbs
are subject to selectional restriction.

(76)  *Diing ép bdgc troi mua

Diing force  sky rain
‘Diing forces it to rain.’
(77)  ??DBing lam cho tbi mua

Ding make sky rain
‘Diing makes it to rain.’

For some speakers, non-referential DP is acceptaitfelam chg presumably because it denotes
indirect causation. For instance, (79) is felickmuhen someone is making fun of someone else when
it rained after s/he has done something out ohbistharacter.

2.2.5 Control type: obligatory
Split antecedent is impossible.

(78)  *Diing ép bgc Minh gilp  nhau
Ding force Minh help each_other
‘Diing forced Mihn to help each othgy (intended)

(79)  *Diing lam cho Minh  gilup nhau
Diing make Minh help each_other
‘Diing make Mihnto help each othgf (intended)
The antecedent must c-command the covert subject.

(80) Ding épbwc con cua Minh, Ay NG ticng  Viét
Diing force son Poss MinkR A« sSpeak lang. Viethamese
‘Dong forced Minh’s son to speak Vietnamese.’

(81) Ding lamchocop cua Minhe  Asjs DO ticng  Viét
Diing make sop Poss MinR  A«ys  speak lang Vietnamese
‘Dong caused Minh’s son to speak Viethamese.’
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